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I w1ll
\ extol you, my God

and King, and bless your y
s name forever and ever. ‘_
One generation shall laud your works
\to another, and shall declare your mighty
acts. On the glorious splendor of your
majesty, and on your wondrous works, 1
will meditate. The might of your awesome g
deeds shall be proclaimed, and I will declare your
greatness. They shall celebrate the fame of

‘ your abundant goodness, &

and shall sing aloud of your

righteousness. ' ,

—Psalm 145 ~rsv
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Every family, when it Go e her shyness,

- Kathleen N s
gathers, tells stories. ygren-

Goodman to faje
risks. One Such

We pull out the photos, gather around opportunj ty h
as

the elders, laugh, cry, sing, and know ) been at th,
that we belong. | Urban Misesirz)it};)ig?n t
ec

) in the co
Your ELCIC is a family with God as ) Winnipeg o f

parent. It's a big family—182,000 ? with the
children and counting. Like all 4 folk, pla
families, the siblings don’t always / making crafy

get along. There are disagreements, ' teaching Biblz and.
debates, even discord, but overriding to the children itones
it all are three things. The love of our been a tremend as
parent for each of us, the amazing Iessing o me ’,Ous
potential of people working together Kathleen, s Says
for a single purpose and the stories.

g- ”Laughing
community
yIng games,

, AllT Prayed wag

?ri I'am, seng ,
me!” [ can g4 Wit ‘
confidence t}z’at if }éod \
calls you oyt of your N
comfort Z0ne, you can
trust God to walk with

You each st
Thank you to the authors of the way.” €P of the

stories featured here. Complete
versions are posted on the ELCIC
Stewardship webpages.

www.elcic.ca/steward/2005.html . WMM ‘
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Lisa Omerzu, says “When | was 10, my
Opa died from.along battle with cancer. |
guess'you could say; that along with my
: Opa; went my innhocence...and my faith.
Godas@" Losing-him didn’t seem:fair. | began

to doubt whatl-had easily accepted
before. | had many: questions.”

God has called our church into
mission for others. Stories give us
the courage and inspiration we need.
God’s marvelous doings are headline
news. God can never be praised
enough.

Lisa believes, however, that when her
doubts were attheir-highest, God was
there to guide her back—often in the

disguise of someone who cared.

s Lisa faces the future with
anticipation-now.-“l'’know that the
journey won’t always be easy but

with God as tour guide, | will be
safe. There are-many exciting
L places to:visit.”
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. AtiptoRoatan, Honduras é‘ €ah Booy [
. " in2000wasGod’s .
. introductiontoanew
S i . life for Betty Groff and
T Gaughier Allison They
~~ feltdrawntohelping
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~ theRoatanvillagers.

. anAmerican nurse, e
“Peggy Stranges,who
“had begun amedical clinic in
- her home on Roatan, Overwhelmed with work,
Peggy welcomed Mark; a dentist. A folding cot
e l;bcamejhg dentist’ s chair. Diver’s oxygen tanks
.. operated the drills and plastic basins served for
- sterilizing. A quick ‘dental assistant’ lesson for
Allison, and the clinic was open.
tieaiized squipmentzoayssety,. N\ R -
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Will they go back? Bety is sure of it
i s T A “The greatest impression a mother can
il e leave on her child is her living faith,
e o A unwavering hope and steady trust in
God.” Tricia Hoeppner thanks God for
the influence of her mother.

“A woman of amazing strength,
Mom would be the first to admit that
her strength was from the Lord,”
remembers Tricia.

Rob Melnyk has

devoted himself to

_attaining perfection °

- in his marriage.

~ -~ He believes this is

"~ possible with hard

- work and the power
e - of the Holy Spirit.

At Universj &

gchool supe
with a capital ©

mitment

Kim d'\scovered she had

the ability t0 tell s(t)or'\ecs)f o
' .“One j
pl pUppets” says Kim, “is

%ﬁ::\e\slfg ?ﬁe kids take out
the puppets and re,ae{\a\ulcet
the stories of God's oow
they have heard. | \r(\n
why God opened the
super\ntendent

role for me.

. ty, a friend a
llfelong Lutheran introduggd

Matt Griener t
0 a groy
called Lutheran Studerﬁ
th0\{ement by inviting him to
eir book clyp. At Tuesday

night s :

grgup, ;\l”l;?te;z With the whole bringing him cleser: =
he hadn’t ex und something " to God. “When I first
students w e d—thirty ' had questions about

God as if g 0 talked abouyt . God, my wife bought

“Beci,: wore real. Matt =g '-.mé:;;Bill'ale-.'Whén--I i

comm;mity hgsl r;: hristian was corrfuscd, she

Mme as | matyre incgl;:z.g”ed b ; Jtook_me to church.”

' “The first step to

; ~ being the perfect
husband”, says Rob,
“is listening to your
wife.” Rob credits
that habit with
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Devotions for a Congregational Annual Meeting
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Adult Reader: I will extol you, my God and King, and
bless your name forever and ever. Every day I will bless
you, and praise your name forever and ever. Great is
the Lord, and greatly to be praised; his greatness is
unsearchable. (Psalm 145:1-3)

Leader: We come together today to bless and praise God
by offering what God has first given us: our selves, our
time and our possessions. As we plan to serve you through
the coming year, help us, God, to nurture and treasure all
the gifts which you have given each of your children.

All: Help us to see ourselves in each other.

Youth Reader: Generation after generation stands in awe of
your work; each one tells stories of your mighty acts. Your
beauty and splendor have everyone talking; I compose songs
on your wonders. Your marvelous doings are headline news;
I could write a book full of the details of your greatness. The
fame of your goodness spreads across the country; your
righteousness is on everyone’s lips. (Psalm 145:4-7)

Leader: Bless us, God, and help us to see and encourage
the unique gifts that each of our brothers and sisters has
to offer. Remind us, through the energy of youth, that
every day is new, and every challenge is an opportunity
for adventure. Show us, through the wisdom of age, that
we are always learning, and that slowing down does
not mean stopping. Empower us to tap our different
strengths in our decision making process.

All: Help us to share ourselves with each other.

Elder Reader: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good
to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.
(Psalm 145:8-9)

Leader: As stewards of your creation, God, help us, too,
to show compassion. As we review our past and prepare
for our future as a congregation, let us be guided by the
pasts and inspired by the futures of each one of us.

All: Bless us, your children of all ages and experiences.
Show us to each other as individuals of equal value. All
different, yet all one family. Help us to come together as a
family, and learn from one another as we work together.

Sing: With One Voice (WOV) 748 Bind Us Together or
Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) 370 Blest Be The Tie
That Binds or Renewing Worship R220 Will You Let Me Be
Your Servant

Youth Reader: Creation and creatures applaud you, God;
your holy people bless you. They talk about the glories

of your rule, they exclaim over your splendor, letting the
world know of your power for good, the lavish splendor of
your kingdom. (Psalm 145:10-12)

Elder Reader: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations. The
Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.
The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who
are bowed down. (Psalm 145:13-14)

Adult Reader: The eyes of all look to you, and you give
them their food in due season. You open your hand,
satisfying the desire of every living thing. The Lord is just
in all his ways, and kind in all his doings. The Lord is near
to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He
fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also hears their
cry, and saves them. The Lord watches over all who love
him, but all the wicked he will destroy. (Psalm 145:15-20)

All: My mouth is filled with God’s praise. Let everything
living bless him, bless his holy name from now to eternity!
(Psalm 145:21)

Leader: Let us leave this gathering and go our individual
ways strengthened by the differences that bring us together,
remembering that all gifts are from God, who created us all.

All: We have each brought what we have to give: our
selves, our time and our possessions, and laid them
together before God, who first gave them to us. We have
learned from the carefree to rejoice, from the careful to
reflect and from the careworn to respond. We have been
reminded that here, in this place, all of us are welcome
and worthwhile, and we leave as family.

Sing: WOV 755 We All Are One in Mission or LBW 403
Lord Speak to Us That We May Speak or Renewing Worship
R223 In Christ Called to Baptize

Leader: Go in peace to serve the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God
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