
The ELCIC’s Global Hunger and Development Appeal (GHDA) is how
our church carries out its calling to be In Mission for Others by

responding to human need with justice and compassion. The following are
just some of the ways we responded in 2007:

After a devastating earthquake in Peru, those who lost their homes
received shelter and counselling through CLWR.

Through CLWR, Mozambicans were empowered to find ways of
developing and seeking justice in their own communities.

In the heart of one of Saskatoon’s poorest neighbourhoods, the
Saskatoon Native Ministry gathered up to 70 people each Sunday for a
community meal which feeds both body and soul.

Churches from across Canada called on the Canadian Government to
develop a poverty reduction strategy.

This is the work we do together through GHDA.

LEARN
Learn how GHDA is carrying out our
churches work of responding to
human need with justice and
compassion. Visit www.elcic.ca/ghda.

PRAY
Ask God for courage to help bring
healing to a broken world.

ACT
Consider donating at least one
percent of your income to assist
with the work of the ELCIC’s GHDA. 
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Apower struggle has been brewing in your country for months. One day
violence erupts in your province; you are scared. Stories come trickling

into your town about roving bands of armed men attacking communities
just like yours. It’s dinnertime; you are cooking your meal when suddenly a
distant shout is heard. Then gunfire. You panic, and grabbing a coat and
your children you run from your house into the darkness.

Days later, walking and hiding, walking and hiding, you are weak from
hunger, thirst, travel and anxiety. Your children are crying for the same 
reasons. You are not sure where you are going—to the border somewhere,
that much you know. Are there going to be militia there to stop you?

You hear about a UN refugee camp just across the border, operated by the
Lutheran World Federation. You stay there for months as the turmoil drags on.

You apply as a refugee to Canada because you have a sister there. It is a
confusing, difficult process, but an agency called Canadian Lutheran World
Relief is helping you through it. Your application is accepted. It’s only
because a Lutheran congregation in Canada is sponsoring you through
CLWR that you are able to make this life-saving trip.

LEARN
Is there a recent or past refugee
in your community? Invite them
to speak to your congregation
about their experience.

PRAY
Consider the needs of a refugee.
Say a short prayer for the world’s
millions of refugees.

ACT
Come together as a congregation to
sponsor a refugee through CLWR. 
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When you support Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) through your
contributions to the ELCIC’s Global Hunger and Development Appeal

(GHDA) on an ongoing basis, you’re doing much more than putting a bandage
on the world’s problems. You’re helping to solve those problems at their root.

Right now, CLWR is focusing its resources in five countries: India, Peru,
Bolivia, Mozambique and Zambia. In communities throughout these five
countries, measurable progress is being made on a wide range of issues.

Families are being given the skills and tools to grow healthy food. New
and rebuilt wells are increasing crop production, improving sanitation and
cutting the distance people travel for water. Girls are being given a chance
to go to school. Adults are learning to read and do math. Scarred land is
being reforested to stop erosion and water loss. Groups are pooling their
small savings for a revolving loan system.

All of this is possible when you sustain the work of CLWR with your
prayers and offerings to GHDA.

LEARN
There are many aspects to a safe,
vibrant community. Focus on one
(e.g. access to education). What
does it take to achieve that one
aspect (e.g. trained teachers)?

PRAY
Ask God to give strength and 
wisdom to community leaders
and workers.

ACT
Identify an area of need in your
community. Address this issue to
gain an appreciation of what
community development is about.
Support similar work internationally
through GHDA and CLWR.
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Idalina Ferreira, a Canadian, felt called to help others. She contacted the
International Volunteer Service of Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR)

to look at her options. An opportunity to work on an HIV and AIDS project in
Angola resonated with her. Last November, Idalina made the journey to Angola
as a CLWR volunteer placed with the local Lutheran World Federation program.

You don’t necessarily need to travel to volunteer with CLWR. You can
support one of our many programs, such as our alternative trade program,
Four Corners. This program sells international products that have been
bought at a price that is fair to the people who made or grew them. This
allows those same people to move out of poverty. Host a consignment sale,
fundraise with our fair trade chocolate, and shop Four Corners personally.

Call us to learn about the GHDA-CLWR joint volunteer program and to
find the opportunity that best fits you!

LEARN
Visit www.clwr.org to learn more
about our programs.

PRAY
Ask God to guide you to
opportunities for service to others.

ACT
Volunteer as your time and 
situation allow.
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Being a single parent is challenging enough on its own. When a person
doesn’t have the skills or support so they can earn a basic income, it

can seem like an insurmountable challenge. That’s where the ELCIC’s
Surrey Urban Mission’s “Hands Up Program” comes in. It teaches 
low-income single parents skills for both parenting and to help them 
re-enter the workforce. When these parents gather they become a network
of support which can lend a helping hand to each other.

An important part of the ELCIC’s Global Hunger and Development
Appeal (GHDA)’s work is done right here in Canada helping to address
poverty. This occurs through ELCIC congregations, ministries and partner
organizations. This is the work we share.

LEARN
Walk around your neighbourhood;
look prayerfully to see the need in
your community.

PRAY
Listen to how God is calling you
and your congregation to respond
with compassion. Say a prayer for
those in need.

ACT
Talk with your church council or
your synod office about ways that
you can help address these needs. 
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One Saturday a group got together. They drank coffee, had some 
cookies and replaced every light bulb they could with an energy 

efficient compact fluorescent light bulb.
A property committee met and decided to take action. They replaced the

thermostats with programmable ones that not only saved money, but
resulted in less greenhouse gasses being released.

Betty and Anne have decided to car pool to church. Not only do they 
pollute less, it also gave them a chance to chat.

At Resurrection Lutheran Church, they have a special service where they
remember the ways in which God has blessed them through creation and
how in Christ, God came in love to be a part of creation. At the end of the
service they go outside and plant a garden as a symbol of how they are
called to continue to care for creation.

How many Lutherans does it take to change a light bulb? The answer is
one, but it is much more fun and effective to care for creation together.
The ELCIC has committed itself to practice our stewardship of creation;
through GHDA we are helping to make this commitment a reality.

LEARN
List five ways that you and your
church can practice its
stewardship of creation. For ideas,
visit www.elcic.ca/Stewardship/
Stewardship-of-Creation/

PRAY
Take a walk outside in silence.
Prayerfully look for how God is
revealed through God’s creation.
Say a prayer of thanks. 

ACT
Wherever it is possible, replace the
light bulbs in your house with 
compact fluorescent or LED lights.
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When corporations, government and non-government organization
(NGO)’s gathered to find ways to ensure Canadian companies 

protect human rights and follow Canadian law when they work, we as a
church were there and had a voice through KAIROS.

When Canadians across the country began to question their use of bottled
water not only for the impact on the environment but also because clean
water is not a commodity but a right for all we were involved because of our
work with KAIROS.

Churches across Canada have committed themselves to work together
towards a Re-Energized future where the energy we depend on comes from
environmentally sustainable sources which do not threaten the basic rights
of people. Together this is what we do through KAIROS.

The ELCIC’s Global Hunger and Development Appeal (GHDA) works in
partnership with KAIROS, which brings together eleven churches and
church-related organizations so we can work together to promote justice
education and speak together in shared advocacy.

LEARN
Consider how congregations in
your community could work
together to bring about a 
just-energy future. For ideas, visit
KAIROS’s Re-Energize campaign
website at www.re-energize.org.

PRAY
Help us Lord to “make every effort
possible, each from where God
has placed us, to rein in our 
reckless over-consumption, so
that the harmonious workings of
this planet, our common home,
may be restored” 
Bartholomew, Ecumenical
Patriarch of Constantinople. 

ACT
Calculate your carbon footprint at
www.re-energize.org/ChangeYourself.html
and commit to do one thing to
reduce your ecological footprint. 
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