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“Doing our duty to God means to help God and be good to all people. This can include helping the world
so it does not become yucky. Through Cubs | learn to help other people and to take care of the world.”
- Tede, age 8, Cub Scout

SCOUTS CANADA

“Love God and help take care of the world. This means that | help take care of people and that is taking
care of the world. When people are sick you have to care for them. We plant flowers and trees to help
creation because God made everything and so we have to take care of them.”
-Sam, age 7, Beaver Scout

very year when | instruct new youth in the Scouting promises it is always a struggle when we
E come to the phrase “duty to God.” A struggle, because many of the youth, in Scouting and
Guiding, don't attend church. A struggle, because we don’t want to impose our views while at the
same time sharing our faith. A struggle, because sponsoring and being involved in Scouting and
Guiding is a way of living discipleship.

As we grow, our understanding of doing our duty to God changes and develops. For youth, with

no church connection, having the opportunity to explore creation and learn about helping others
exposes them to God's love in many ways that cannot be measured. Through Scouting and Guiding
we (churches) are able to share our faith in many ways. Sharing our faith by helping youth learn
about taking care of others. Sharing our faith by helping youth learn to take care of creation. Share
our faith by sharing the love of God!

Many ELCIC congregations support Scouts and Guides by providing leadership, meeting places and
administering various stages of the Religion in Life Award.

The Religion in Life Award is designed to help youth explore their relationship with God and their
church. The requirement for service is in place to help youth learn what needs to be done in church
and give opportunities for discipleship. Revised requirements are currently being field tested and
should be posted to the websites of Girl Guides of Canada and Scouts Canada in the fall.

Guiding and Scouting are constantly looking for better ways to share their program with more
youth. Churches provide a vehicle to do this by providing space and sponsorship. Sharing God'’s
love takes many different forms.

Please consider ways your congregation can get involved in this important ministry!

The task of writing this insert, for this year, has been shared with my sons who are both active members
of Scouting.
Rev. Michael Diegel, Tede Diegel, Sam Diegel — 1* Trinity Lutheran Rosthern Scout Group

their websites at www.scouts.ca and www.girlguides.ca.

( For further information on Scouts Canada and Girl Guides of Canada, please visit )
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