[image: image1..pict]
                          A ministry that

                          makes a difference!
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Scouting and the Church
“What is God calling us to do in this place, at this time?” Lutheran congregations across Canada are asking this question as they strive to be a church “In Mission for Others.” Perhaps your congregation is in a good location to offer Guiding or Scouting as a way of meeting some of the various needs in your local community.

Started in 1907, Scouting continues to offer interesting challenges to today’s youth. Its mission is “to contribute to the education of young people, through a value system based on the Scout Promise and Law, to help build a better world where people are self-fulfilled as individuals and play a constructive role in society.” 

Scouting is based on three broad principles which represent its fundamental beliefs: Duty to God, Duty to Others, and Duty to Self.

The Scouting organization is made up of five sections:

Beavers, age 5 to 7, They promise to love God and help take care of the world.

Cubs, ages 8 to 10, promise to do their best 

Scouts, ages 11 to 13. Their motto is “Be Prepared.”

Venturers, ages 14 to 17, accomplish their motto “Challenge”

Rovers, ages 18 to 26, learn to live by their motto “Service.”

The Guiding organization is a movement of girls and women that challenges members in their personal development and empowers them to be responsible citizens. This is done through:

Sparks, ages 5-6 who explore the world around them

Brownies, ages 7-9; develop a sense of identity and positive relationships with others.

Guides, ages 9-11 be true to self, God/Faith and Canada
Pathfinders, ages 12-14; develop their programme

Rangers, ages 15-17 + develop and discover leadership skills.

By supporting a Scouting & Guiding programs in your church, you will not only be a church “In Mission for Others. You will be a church in mission with others. For more information, visit www.scouts.ca or www.girlguides.ca
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Roger Farnham, “Lamb Award” Recipient 2007;

member, St. Stephen Lutheran Church, Kitchener ON
    Scout Guide Week is February 15-22, 2009
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